By NED THOMAS
Staff Reporter

A group of 10 agencies is meeting today at the
Connecticut Hospital Association in Wallingford to try
to establish a consortium of alcohol service providers.

Impetus for the establishment of the proposed
" consortium has come from the Alcohol Council of
Greater New Haven.

Mrs. Eva Hunt, president of the council, said,
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“Very often the alcoholic client and his family fall
through gaps and go through a revolving door process.
In many such instances the client does not know
where to go for help or what to do.” ‘
She asserted that the alcoholic client, his family
and the taxpayer will be the beneficiaries of the pro-
posed consortium, which would prormote inter-agency
cooperation. )
The purpose of the consortium, said Mrs. Kathe-
rine Battista, executive director of the council, is to
improve inter-agency coordination in the delivery of
alcohol services by providers and to reduce the per

~ capita costs of providing these services.

In addition, the consortium will attempt to facili-
tate & continuum of care for the alccholic and his or
her family through joint planning and coordination of
the alcohol service agencies.

In the past, explained Mrs. Battista, the big prob-
lem has been the poor follow-up of alcoholics, because
of the lack of communications by the various alcohol
service agencies.

She said that a better inter-agency referral sys-
tem will be developed to include written referral
forms and procedures for referrals into specific pro-
gram components.

The overall aim of the consortium, she said, is to

* help reduce the number of revolving door alcoholics,

some of whom are treated for their illness oniy 0
reappear later as an uncontrolled alcoholic at the
same or other alcohol service agency.

Other functions of the proposed congortium will
be: the provision of continuity and coordination of
care for aleoholics and their families, covering pa-
tient care and planning, and monitoring and evalua-
tion processes. ’

If agreement can be reached today in the meeting
of the 10 agencies, the consortium would go into full
operation by September.

Current plans call for hiring a project cocrdinator
for the consortium. The coordinator would function
under the direction of the council.

The board of directors of the council recently
approved the council making an application for $50,000
to the State Aleohol Council to fund the operations of
the consortium. :

Showing interest in being included in the consorti-
um are the following organizations and agencies:
Alcohol Council of Greater New Haven, the Hill
Health Center, the Connecticut Mental Health Center,
the State Deparitment of Mental Health—Orange
Street Clinic, Dixwell Opposes Alcohol, the Shirley
Frank Foundation, the Hospital of St. Raphael, the
North Haven Aleohol Education Service, the Connecti-
cut Valley Hospital and the John McGee (haliway)
House., ‘

All the agencies and organizations have signed
letters of intent, indicating their desire to participate
in and be part of the consortium.

Mrs. Battista said other opticnal members of the
consortium may include family and individual coun-
seling organizations and any agency that deals with
alcohol-related problems. :

Each participating agency or organization in the
consortium will retain its board of directors and its
autonomy, but will come together as a federation for
the purpose of cooperation, coordination, planning,
data collection, and insuring a comprehensive ap-
proach to the treatment of alcoholism and related
problems.




Alcohol Council
Has ‘Crisis’ In
Funding Cutoff

The Alcohol Council of Greater New Haven is
facing “a crisis of lack of funds,” according to Mrs.
Edith Jaquiery, the council’s director of education
and alcoholism prevention, and Mrs. Catherine Battis-
ta, its executive director.

For the past two years, the council has been
funded by the State Alcohol Ceuncil at $10,500 per year
to provide educaticnal services about alcohol and al-
coholism in the Greater New Haven area, which in-
cludes 12 surrounding towns in addition to the Elm
City.

As of Thursday the state’s funding will be
stopped. This may have a sericus effect on the servie-
es that the council provides, including a wide range of
educational services to public schocl students from
the fifth grade up through those attending college.

These services have been provided free to the
recipients. The council has 2lso provided films, libra-
ry materials, speakers and general infermation to the
public.

It is estimated that there are some 120,000 alco-
holics in Connecticut, and about 9,000 of them live in -
the Greater New Haven area. ’

Some of these persons started using alcohol at
age 12, when they were in the sixth grade.

The problem with the loss of the state {funding,
Mrs. Jaguiery and Mrs. Battista said, is that these
services may also be ending, or drastically curtailed.

They noted that traditionally, alcoholism has
been treated after the symptoms of the disease have
appeared. The council has been trying to prevent al-
coholismm from occurring through the education of
young people, hefore the disease has a chance to be-
come ingrained in them. ’

The council has been encouraging alcoholics to
accept treatment before they suffer chronic symp-
toms of alcoholism.

It is estimated that at least four other closely
related persons are affected by each alccholic, which
means that some 45,000 persons in the Greater New
Haven area are being affected directly by the 9,000
alcoholics in the area.

Many other persons are affected indirectly. It
costs the community and state thousands of doliars in
welfare and public assistance.

1t is believed that 80 per cent of welfare recipi-

ents have problems related to alcoholism, which has

resulted in many highway fatalities, auto accident
injuries, suicides, abused children, battered wives,
and crimes in general, at an unknown cost to persons
and industry atlarge.

The council’s service is inexpensive. Reaching
some 5,000 persons a year for the past two years with
its educational programs and referrals of alcoholics
for treatment, it averages out to about $2 for each
person educated about alcoholism, not to mention the
thousands more reached by school teachers and coun-
cilors.

The council is currently attempting to raise funds
from other sources, such as the United Way, service
clubs, municipalities in the area and private founda-
tions,

NMION U UOHEdIX0}ep dUOFIAPUR ISy BAEY

302U} jo
1D "W uyop

suy “Aseurp

T}8pUNOJ 8U} JO Yiom oy
50U 250U} uoT}uBooal [ernads

"Juaptsaad 3511 531 pue uoryezived
SIapunoy oy Jo su0 QI ‘0I0j0}stx
SBA Jo0u0y ST Jo jueidioax [erym

-I0BIJX3 U23q SABRY UO

0} SUOIINGLITUD B
103 32385 [[14 UOTIEPUNO] 31} JatuIp o1 3y

JO ofozzIy ‘[ SURL] ‘USARH MIN JO USIDY
“H Welp ‘uspwiey Jo zodoupy ueep CSI

" *A3rueyg "SI

oyrm swaned 10y AJ1oe) pog-z] B sIojo ‘Ivad
sty jo @ Aepy uwo [seydey 1S jo [endsoy o

Jut[ed £q pourziqo oq Keul JuuIp SpIeME aY) 0}
UOIEAIS3T PUB §39301) JN0QE UOTIBULION]

‘UdARY MON JO uOIBUN[DM B[IBUS "SI ‘UeARH
MIN JO 00OTYOT S[{IONT SIN ‘UAARH YlIoN
10 {Iiyeq T SSwWE[ 912 SISQIDWI 39)3IUILIOD
I3Y)Q JOUUIP SPIBME Y} oY 99))IWiI0d Suru

7% pauado ‘uresdord Jayeys Mau auy, "9z61 (LAY
ur weadoxd pag-4] $31 pauado 11 S2UIS SUOISSILUDE

"UOTJEPUNO,] USARY] /43N 31} PUB Y}[BY

usy Jo juewpedaq Ay ‘IOUN0) [OYOALY

"USPWRY UT jueIng)

(00'T UBY) SI0UI P3JEAI) UDARH YIION UI ()
UORROYIX013Q [0Y0A[Y SU0rjepunoy oy,

dog JouuIp sprzse

U [[14 ‘UBARY MAN Iojeoun
IRy wsmogoore oxg Ju;

Uorepuno, JUBLY ASLIIUS Bty

-59Y JOpESSRqIIY 37} jB g7 1

yl:?
<
a5 5
=a L )
w
tzn O
o) =
L
a g
p 5.8 -4
=R o o
Emg =i iy
=57 O |
' 3]
I
<=
e T8 |z
4+
o O |3
g:ﬁﬁ z
zg'g =3
mﬁg. 1
B o &2
ma% &N
) -5
528 @ m
SIS pre]
w 5 "
= m =
®- e =]
s 8 & o
Zexn =
=Ko
= iri
2o 8 w
e B
R R e
SSd T
m&fcn {
'%a."% =
D —E i
&
-l
[os ]
~3
-q

‘uspuiey jo £aqueys 1 £319g "SIy

puB USARY] 35944 JO JOUIMOIY) Y 20NIg ‘USpUIRY

wieib

®
>
=
£
B
O
w

L
-]

1835 ey wouy jxoddns juead paarodal sey uon
2DUTIO,] 31701d-U0U 21} 1Y) PAIOU ISJUSH "UARH



